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HELP NAME THE LITTLEST MEMBER OF THE MARYLAND ZOO’S CHIMP TROOP 

- Vote now through Thursday, November 5 - 

 

BALTIMORE, MD – Help to name the newest female chimpanzee baby at The Maryland Zoo! The little 

one was born in August at the Oklahoma City Zoo and is being hand-raised at The Maryland Zoo with the 

intention to introduce her to a surrogate mom, chimp Abby, when she has achieved age-appropriate 

milestones such as being able to stand on her own, cling to the habitat mesh, and crawl.  

The infant chimp arrived at the Zoo in late September and is being cared for by the Chimp Forest 

animal care team who work in three shifts around the clock to provide her constant care. She drinks baby 

formula every three hours, sleeps, and has playtime each day to help strengthen her muscles. The team 

member providing care also wears a shirt or blanket that has fringe material sewn on that helps the baby 

learn to grip. 

 The chimp baby will bring the Maryland Zoo’s chimpanzee troop up to fifteen, which includes 

one-year-old Lola and ten-month-old Violet. As this new baby is integrated into the troop, she will have 

these two as companions to play with, which is essential to her development as a member of the troop.  

But she needs a name! The Chimpanzee Forest animal care team came up with the names that they feel 

embody this very special chimpanzee baby: 

 Asha -- An Indian name with multiple meanings. It means ‘hope’ in Sanskrit, ‘alive’ in Swahili 

and ‘happy’ in Hebrew. You can also connect this name to the ash tree, a tree of high, spiritual 

importance to the Norse and Celtic people. 

 Nyota (pronounced Nee-oh-tah) – Swahili for star.   

 Maisie -- girl's name of Scottish origin meaning "pearl".  

 Tulia -- Swahili for calm and quiet. 

 Olivia -- Means olive, which also stands for peace. 

Chimpanzees (Pan troglodytes) are classified as endangered on the International Union for the 

Conservation of Nature's (IUCN) Red List. One of the greatest threats to the wild chimpanzees is loss of 

habitat, the African forest, from commercial logging, agriculture and fires. Poaching and disease also put 

the wild population at risk.  

 To help select the perfect name, visit our website at www.marylandzoo.org/votechimp. Voting is 

open now thru midnight on Thursday, November 5th.  You can vote once per day. 

 For updates on the baby chimpanzee, please visit www.marylandzoo.org and 

www.facebook.com/marylandzoo. 

 
About The Maryland Zoo in Baltimore 

Founded in 1876, The Maryland Zoo in Baltimore is the third oldest zoo in the United States and is internationally 

known for its contributions in conservation and research.  More than 1,500 animals are represented in the Zoo’s 

varied natural habitat exhibits in areas such as the award-winning Penguin Coast, Polar Bear Watch, the Maryland 

Wilderness, African Journey and the Children’s Zoo.  Situated in Druid Hill Park near downtown Baltimore, the Zoo 

is accredited by the Association of Zoos & Aquariums.  For more information, visit www.marylandzoo.org. 

# # # 

http://marylandzoo.org/ChimpName
file:///C:/Users/Claire.Aubel/Documents/www.marylandzoo.org
file:///C:/Users/Claire.Aubel/Documents/www.facebook.com/marylandzoo
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.marylandzoo.org&d=DwMFAg&c=B73tqXN8Ec0ocRmZHMCntw&r=qU2i1N59gfBonZhOGr1JWalyrg2lnOCmPMQo29_hiUg&m=0qYSeakAIdS5QAhNPZ1Z7ExIBWQwSAEFJnbmhrRcXF8&s=_iSO90Z3J_V2EhpUAYh-WJ4GgvrsL2FFh5WXYc2jcyw&e=

