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MARYLAND ZOO GIRAFFE EXPLORES NEW HABITAT 

  

BALTIMORE, MD -- The Maryland Zoo’s male reticulated giraffe, Caesar, made great strides while 

exploring his newly renovated habitat for the first time. The 12-year-old is the first of the herd of four to 

venture out of the barn into the expanded yard. .  

Extensive renovations to the lion, giraffe and elephant habitats began in March 2018. While the 

Giraffe House remains the same, the exterior giraffe habitat increased by more than 30 percent and was 

regraded to make the ground flat throughout. 

 “The process of introducing animals to a new exhibit is dependent on the species. Some animals 

are tolerant of change and others are much more cautious entering unknown spaces,” said Erin Cantwell, 

mammal collection and conservation manager. “Giraffe need a lot of time to evaluate their surroundings. 

Because construction is not finished, there is still a lot of activity around the new habitat so allowing 

Caesar to investigate and learn that there are no dangers has been important as he will be leading the rest 

of the herd out there soon.” 

Caesar’s progress is a big step toward the upcoming completion of the Zoo’s new African 

Journey habitats, slated for this summer. Zoo staff plans to introduce 6-year-old Anuli to the outdoor 

spaces with Caesar in the next few weeks.  Then, separately, they will introduce 8-year-old Kesi and 2-

year-old Willow. Caesar will be outside, weather and construction permitting. Once construction is 

complete and the giraffe are acclimated to their new surroundings, the Giraffe Feeding Station will reopen 

to the public. Eventually, the giraffe will be able to cross over from their dedicated habitat into the new 

Upper Savanna habitat, providing exciting new viewing opportunities for guests and new experiences for 

the animals. 

 
About The Maryland Zoo in Baltimore 

Founded in 1876, The Maryland Zoo in Baltimore is the third oldest zoo in the United States and is internationally 

known for its contributions in conservation and research.  More than 1,500 animals are represented in the Zoo’s 

varied natural habitat exhibits such as the award-winning Penguin Coast, Polar Bear Watch, the Maryland 

Wilderness, African Journey and the Children’s Zoo.  Situated in Druid Hill Park near downtown Baltimore, the Zoo 

is accredited by the Association of Zoos & Aquariums.  For more information, visit www.marylandzoo.org.  
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