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ARCTIC FOX CLEO MOURNED AT MARYLAND ZOO  
 

 

BALTIMORE, MD – The Maryland Zoo is saddened to announce that Cleo, the Maryland 

Zoo’s remaining Arctic fox, was euthanized yesterday.   “Cleo’s health had been in gradual 

decline from several age-related afflictions, and we were keeping her at the Zoo hospital for 

observation and treatment,” stated Dr. Ellen Bronson, senior veterinarian at the Zoo.  “She began 

to decline rapidly over the weekend and so we made the difficult decision to humanely euthanize 

her.” 

 Cleo came to The Maryland Zoo in 2011 from the Chattanooga Zoo at Warner Park, 

Chattanooga, Tennessee. “Two Arctic foxes, Cleo and Hudson, were confiscated by Tennessee wildlife 

officials from a private residence and were sent to the Chattanooga Zoo for proper care,” stated Carey 

Ricciardone, mammal collection and conservation manager. “They were then transferred here to live at 

Polar Bear Watch in our existing exhibit.”   

At nine-years-old, Cleo was a geriatric Arctic fox.  “Cleo was at first a very shy fox, but she 

gradually overcame her timidity,” continued Ricciardone.  “She will certainly be missed by all of those 

who cared for her and who visited her over the years.”    

The Zoo currently has no plans to acquire Arctic fox for Polar Bear Watch and is 

exploring an alternate species for the exhibit. 

 
About The Maryland Zoo in Baltimore 

 

Founded in 1876, The Maryland Zoo in Baltimore is the third oldest zoo in the United States and is internationally 

known for its contributions in conservation and research.  More than 1,500 animals are represented in the Zoo’s 

varied natural habitat exhibits in areas such as the new Penguin Coast, Polar Bear Watch, the Maryland Wilderness, 

African Journey and the award-winning Children’s Zoo.  Situated in Druid Hill Park, the Zoo is accredited by the 

Association of Zoos & Aquariums.  For more information, visit www.marylandzoo.org. 
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